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FOHN DUNTON,. 
Citizen of London: = 
With reſpect to his Mother- in-Law; =: 


Madam Jane Nicholas, 
Of St. 4 L BANS; © 119; 
And her Only Child. 1 
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| With the Juſt Reaſons for her Husband's Leaving ben 
| 5 Ins Letter to bis Worthy Friend, Mr. George Lar kin, Senior: 
1 ä To which is Added, 8 0 
| His Letter to His WIFE. 
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PR, 13,14. There is 4 | bop EVIL which I bave ſeen under the Sun, nam 
by the Owners thereof to their hurt. But thoſe Riches periſh , ou Tr, 
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4 The CASE of 
| John Dunton Citizen of London 


Ins Letter to Mr. George Larkin, Senior. — | 


My wiry good Friend; 


Receiv'd your obliging Letter, which I had an- 
ſwer'd much ſooner, had I ner been prevent - 
ed by a Second Fit of Sickneſs, which 1 was in 
| * been my laſt; and as it 
| t me even to the Door of Death 
would have alſo let me into Eternity; and thereby 
have prevented me from diſeloſing what I cou 
wiſh wight remain Buried (as it has done hicherto 
in Eternal Silence.——Bur fince the good Provi- 
dence of GOD has thought fit to me back 
from the Grave, I thought my ſelf oblig d to return 
yon an Anſwer to your Letter. I cannot blame 
you for wondering at my Long Abſence from my own 
Houſe, which methinks even to Me ap lo ſtrange, 
that had I nor choſe Reaſons for ir her have hi- 
therto conceal'd from all the World and which 
12 fare are Juſtiſtable in the fight of GOD and Man ) 
I hon d not know how to anſwer it to my ſelf. —— 
But your kind Advice to me, To heften my Return 
Home, (which 1 look upon as an Effect of our 01d 
Friendsbiy ) has at laft prevail'd with me to diſcloſe 
to you what I always reſoly'd to have lock d up in 
the ſilent Cloſer of my own grieved and affiied 


N on ; * 4 4 
N Heart, You will not wonder at what I have alrea- 


== dy writ, when I fhall tell you, I muſt unavoidably 
reflect upon the great Unkindnefs of my Honoured 
= Metber-in-Lew and my Dear Wiſe, of whoſe Re puta- 
on both in and Ireland, your Self are # 
== Witneſs how very tender I have been: And I had 
ſome hopes that what Praiſes I gave em in the Dub- 
An- , would have Engag'd em Both to baue been 
hind as I there Repreſent em. But I was miſta- 
en, for they were not to be fatter'd into Kind- 

1. 
But tho my Fraiſes were all loft, yer ſtill hop'd 
Cir 4 Drowning Man will catch at any thing) chat 
N 


"= * 


the E (ſay I writ en knowing our Friends in Heaven, 
(being more Satyricai) wou'd have made em Gene- 

reis; and the rather (for ſo 1 was told) as my Re- 

verend Neighbour came on purpoſe to defire 'em 

not to flarve themſelves, but rather as they bad « Plen- 

tifud Fortune, to make ſome uſe on't : And I think this 

was good Advice, for who'd flarve bimſelf to inrich 

bis Heir? ( Tis no Abuſe to the good Creatures of 
God, moderarely to enjoy them. 

Sir, Lou may remember I gave you one of theſe 
Efſeys in Ireland, but I told you nothing of what 1 
defign'd by it: Here in Dark Hints, chat no bedy 
can underftand bur themſelves (that ſo I might pre- 
ſerve their R ion, and ſhew em their Error at 
the ſame — is a Hiſtory of the 
Furious Treatment Ca) (or He- (a) This is own'd 
ney- Avon it being ſo ſoon after our in two Letters ſent 
Marriage ) chat I receiv'd from to me in Ireland, 
em, from the Second Day I was and which I'UPrint 
Marry d, to the time I Embark'd if I ſee Occaſion. 
for Ireland. And had you ſeen 
in what manner they began their Reign (which was 
too Arbitrary to laſt any long time) you'd think me 
rery obliging to condeſcend to a Reconciliation. 

ſeeing none cou d underſtand that Eſſay but 
themſelves, | do intend (if they tye up my Hands 
from doing Juſtice, or Print any falſe Stories ) to write 
a Narrative of this Match, from the time 
Nicholas (my Piaus Mother - in-Law) | 
invited me by Letter (y to court C A Copy of 
her Daughter, to the time theit Ra» which II Print 
ving Carriage frighted me to Ireland; if they Anſwer 
in which ſhall be 1gferred the Meſ- ths, 


" fages that were ſent upon that occa- 


ſion, and the PRIVATE LET FE Rs that aſter- 
wards paſt between the Mother and the g 
wit 
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| ich a Diary of their Quarrels at my Houſe, which 
= 7 "as now. chang'd from a Family of Love, to 4 meer 
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Billing gate. And this atteſted by TWO PER- 


-. SONS chat then livd in my Family. And (my 


Friend) did yon but know (as all that came to 
my Houſe obſety d) in what 4 Hel I kv'd, for the 
Four Firft Months after I was Marry d, you'd rather 
Incourage, than Diſſwade me, from Writing of this 
Narrative. 


For, Mr. Larkin; I tell it you as a Secret, tho 


Hhou'd and will be Maſter of my awn Houſe) their 


Furious and Covetous Treatment has frighted away all 
my Friends from the Raven, except Two, that 
come out of Curiofity to ſee em, that they may 
more ſenſibly lament my Caſe 3 which you will 
= think doleful, when I tell you, That I am fo very 


UXORIOUS, ( as appears by my 
living with my Firſt (Cc) Wife, 
15 years, without hearing or gi- 
ving one Angry Word ) that had 
Mather or Daughter but One Obli- 
Woman, and you'll ging Quality, I cou'd yet doat 
be copvinc'd of the upon em. | 
Truth of this, But ſo it is, my Friend, (my 
Two Sickneſſes this year hindring 
me in the diſpoſing of my Remaining Steck) things 
are now come to that Upſhor, that I muſt lay m 
{elf under the Imputation of a very Unkind Husband, 
or elſe make ir appear that my Wife and Mother are 
very Unkind to Me, And yet to Expoſe thoſe for 
whom I have ſo Tender 4 Love, tho it be only to 
your ſelf ¶ in whoſe Breſt I am farisfied I may lock 
up theſe Secrets without fear of Diſcovery) 1s that 
which I know not how to do, withour à very great 
Reluctancy: And yet without my Wife and Mother 
will be willing to Accommodate chings better than 


(e) Read ber Fu- 
neral Sermon, en- 
tituled, The Cha- 
racter of à good 


44 I have any grounds to hope, What I now 


y- impart to your ſelf, I am afraid 1 muſt ere 
long be forc'd to declare to the whole World in 
my Juſt Vindication. 9 

But that I may leave you no longer in the dark, 
Js to the Cauſe of my Preſent Retirement Tou 


(2): 


fo that my Reputation recetv'd no Diminutian Upon 
this, when I was to be married to my preſent Wife, I 
nakedly told my; Mother-in-Laiv that I was 1300 J. 
in Debt by theſe fore - mentioned Loſles,( for I bad ng 
reaſon to conceal em, having gain d very conſidersbly in 
Trade till theſe happen'd_) 1 alſo told - her that with 
my Wife's Portion I defign'd toclear my own Eſtate, 
whch I alſo did, and Joynrur'd my Wife therein, 
Sir, The Fortune that my Mother offer'd 72 
was 4 Thouſand P hund.; but beſides that, I inſi 
on 500 1. more, to pay off my other Dehts, and re 
carty on my Trade: And whe cou'd have thought 
but I ſhou d have obtain d it, my Wife being the 
only Child of her Mother? But having, as 1 ſaid, 
clear d my Own Eſtate, (which is worth 2000 l. be- 


ſides the Two |Reverſrons, which in time may be 


1360 J. added to it) and Joyntur'd my Wife there- 
in, I drew up the State of my Caſe, with reſpect to 
my other Debts, and preſented it ro my Mother, 
who (to my great ama⁊ement) was ſo far from An- 
ſwering my deſires, that ſhe reſus d ſo much as to read 
the Paper I drew up 3 which was a thing ſo very 
Unkind (I was. about to ſay Barbarous ) that had a 
Turk preſented me his Caſe, I wou'd haye Read it, 
tho I had never Anſwer d it. 

when my hopes were thus fruſtrated wich reſpect 
to my Mother, I then told the matter to my Wife, 
and defir'd her to tell her Mother of the Neceſſity I 
was under of having 300 L which ſhe did; but at the 
ſame time ſaid, She'd Starve before the d part with her 
Foynture, which yet I never ask d her to do.—And 
can you think now I have not Reaſon to abſent my 
ſelf ſtom my Home, ſince I. cann't go thicher wich. 
Safery 2? 

You write me word indeed, That my Wife ſpeaks 
of me with very much Tenderneſs and Affection; which 
I am very apt to believe, for ſhe tells me in her laſt 
Letter, Let Buſineſs ſucceed as it pleaſe, abe does not 
value that, ſo that the cou d but fe me at home ; and 
in the next line adds, Im mightily concern d for your 
lineſs, which is the ſame with mine; for you and. are 
ene. But whilſt ſhe exprefles Unkindneſs in het At 


muſt know, my Friend, That my being Bound for 
my Firſt Wive's Sifter's Husband, and Five hundred 
Pounds loſs at Sea, in a Ship that was Caſt away j 
ſome hundred Pounds Loſs in Printing a large Folio, 
two thick Volumes of the Edict: of Nants,—and 
the long and chargeable Sickneſs of my Firſt Wife, 
together with the Charges of her Funeral - (for 7 
thought it my Duty to +hew 4 great deal of Love 10 4 
Wife that deſpis'd the World, when it flood in Competi- 
tion with my Efleem) had run me confidgably into 
Debt; which notwithſtanding by my own PunRual 
payments, and the Pradent Silence of my firſt Wife, 
in altogether concealing my taking up Money upon 
my own Eſtate, was wholly hid from the World; 


. 


\£ 


ons, and refuſes to do what lies in her Power e977 7 
make me Eaſie, her words are but like the T: 
whom St, James ſpeaks, Jam. 2.16. who (aid, Be | 
warmed and filled, but gave them nothing that mas J. 
needful. For the Expreſſing of much Love, ws 
ſhewing None, does but aggravate the Unkindnes 

Her Love to me therefore, notwithſtanding all rh# 

Tender Expreſſions, is very queſtionable ; but both 8 

and my Mothers Love to Money 4s very apparent 

which they are ſo Tender, that they won't 

with it upop any Terms; and had rather I ſha 

lie in a Goal for not paying my juſt Debrs, ft 

ſupply me with ſo much as will do ir. And w 

can be more Ridiculous, than her being ſo deſirous 
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Home, and Continuing there, when She's the 


* 5 Occaſton of my Abſence? For I do aſſure you, 


Mr. Larkin, whateyer my Maber and my Wife may 
make you believe, Tharif my Mother will let me 
eake up 300 1. upon my Own Eftate; or (which will 
be a greater Kindneſs, and ſooner done) lend me 
2001, and be bound her (elf for 300 l. more, thar 
\ fo 1 may pay my Debts and be made Eafie, (which 
is all 1 ever defir'd) I will boch immediately come 
Home, and alſo continue there, and Abſent my 
felf no more. But at preſent Cobabitation is no 
ways proper 3 for I have ſuch an Abhorrence of 
anything chat looks Unjuſt, the 'ewere but in the 
leaſt Trifle, chat I think tis 4 Great Sin C if I am 
miſtaken, I ask Pardon) for any Man ſo much'as to 
Try for an Heir that might probably DiſpoſſejS any one 
of 4 Ji Debt, tho' twere but of Two Farthings — 
But being Ambirious to be a Father, if either my 
Mother or Wife will contribute ro my being ſo upon 
Honourable Terms, I will believe and ſay as much of 
the Reality of their Kindneſs, as I now do tothe 
contrary 3 and will eſteem ſuch a Aecancel;ation the 
happieſt day [ ever yer mer withal. But if they 
will rather chuſe to expoſe my Reputation (which 
I have kept bitberto Unblemisb'd) than to comply 
with choſe Reaſonable Terms I have mention'd, it is 
evident their Hearts and their Tongues don't go to- 
gether : For the World knows well enough that my 
Mother has a FAIR ESTATE, and that my Wife is 
her only Child; and ro whom upon our Marriage 
ſhe promis'd to lekve it 3 which Promiſe was made 
as a Motive to mabe Me conſent to the Math: And 
ſince upon that Promiſe I marry'd her Daughter, 
and Joyntur4 mer in a clear Eſtate of 20001. be- 
ſides the Reverſions ; that ſhe ſhou d now ſuffer my 
Reputation to be ſlurr'd (as tis like to be) for want 
of 300 l. is what I believe your Self cou'd never 
have thought, had ir not been told you. 

But I know well enough they have their QB]E- 
CTIONS, with which they ſarisfie themſelves, and 
Iſhould not deal fairly by them (as I always have, 
and always will do_) ſhould I not inform you whar 


they.are, | ; 
They will ſay, That 4 they ſbou d do this, there will 
be end of it; for I ſhall quickly run my ſelf as far in 
Debt again by Printing. ( bemg what Ife much delight 
an Bur'to obviate this, I anſwer, That I defire 
þur.4oc4 in all, of which 1 ſhall uſe 275 to clear 
the Bonds, and what Lowe in Trade, and then there 
Will de « welk-furnifh'd Henſe, à clear Stoch, 4 good 
en Land, and 126 J. in Money to Trade wir hal; 
hat I may not be tempted to exceed thoſe 
as, 1 have reiolyed never to exceed 50 l. at 

we eicher in Pfinters or Stationers Debts. And if 
Trading 1 ſhall happen to run that out, I will 

over Trading, and live on what 1 have; which 


in Conjanction wich my MO- 


>” F i Ct 1 RS 
THER's PROMISE, UA] is 
more by 6000 thin ever we 
are likely ro ſpend, having 
neither Child nor Chick.” 

They may alſo objet, That 


by the Letter rhat 
was ſent to me by her 
- Order. 


tho I have Joyntur'd my Wife in my Eſtate, yet T ill 
- keep the Writings in my own hand, and will not let 


them haves them. To this I Anſwer, 'Tis' true, 
I do ſo ; but the Reaſon 4s, Becauſe whilſt I fce 
they have no regard either to my Eaſe or Reputation, 
by enabling me to pay my juſt Debts, I cann t look 
upon em 2s my Friends, and upon that account 
have kept my Writings from em | and they are now 
in the hands of an Eminent Citizen, ] But if they 
will Anſwer. my Expectation, with reſpeR to the 
Particulars above mention d, I will, if my Mother 
deſires it, put all my Writings into her hands, which at 
once rakes off that Objec ion. Perkaps they Il alſo ſay, 
That I have rectiud Money from Ireland,fer my Ven- 
ture thither, that might bave paid my Debts with- 
out their help. To this I Anſwer, The ſeveral Debts 
I contracted for Paper and Printing ſinee my ſecond 
Marriage—The — 2 which T paid that I tock up 
upon Bond, to furniſh out my Venture for Ireland; 
The Charges I was at in Feland, for the King's Cu- 
ſtoms, Binders, Printers, five Servants, ang the Sale, 
was about 440 J. The great quantity of Money I 
loſt in Ireland, through the Diſhoneſty of ſome 7 
ti uſted; The great Loſſes I have had in ſeveral Books 
I have Printed ſince my Return for England; The 
Sums I have paid for New Copies, of which Sir 
William Temple's Letters is one, and the If boſe Duty 
of Han inVerſe, is another, Cc. c 
My Dear Friend, Theſe ſeveral Payments and Diſ- 
appoint ments, together with the vaſt Charges I have 
been at, in defraying Two Fits of Sicknefi this Sum- 
mer | for had I neglected my ſelf, I had periſh'd, 
my Wife nor Mother never ſending once to know if 
I wanted any thing in my Two Sickneſſes] have in- 
groſs d all the Moneys I receiv'd in Ireland, except 
a ſmall Sum remaining for my preſent Support; and 
I cann t ſee, as I told my Wife, why theſe Diſap- 
pointments ſbou 4 Diminiſh her Love, for they Increaſe 
mine. However, Twas by Reaſon of theſe Diſ- 
appointments, that I never paid off the Bonds I had 
told em of, nor gave em any Account of my 11i/þ- 
Venture: For ſeeing my Mother and Wife ſo unkind- 
ly refus'd to Aſſiſt me, (chuſmg rather to venture 
my Life on the Triſb- Seas, tho I was but newly 
Marry d) I thought they ſhew'd a very Selfiſh Tem- 
per, ſo Induftrieufly to enquire about what I had re- 
ceivd, but no, ways to concern themſelves about 
what I wanted: And, which adds to their Unkind- 


neſs, ( if they dont permit me to do Juſſice) I had 


ſeveral Propoſals made of a Thouſand F ounds C with- 
B our 


[dj 4s 7 ſhall prove 
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Po "any Joynure ] mk wert off 
"> xc iced for the. ſake of m Preſent Wife. 
Shou'd 7 have any Debares with em upon this 
© SubjeR, it wou'd run us into New Quarrelr, and 
 - therefore 1 Refolve for my own Quiet ] to forget 
all rheir Provocations; and ſure I am, Ill Husbandry 
fer Laſſe in Trade cann't be o Accounted ] can be no 
excuſe. for their being Unkind 3 perhaps a Drunken 
Swearing Husband might have frighted em co 
a Complyance ; but 1 do averr, I was never diſor- 
der d wich Drinking in gay whole Life; and Chal- 
lenge all che Servants that have liv'd with me, to 
prove one lngle inſtance to the contrary; — Nay, 
Mr. Larkin, | appeal even to you, whetheg ever 
ou ſaw any thing in all the time that you have 
— acquainted with me ¶ which is 20 years ] that 
look d like Extrauagance? Nay, I'm ſure, you have 
. . rather thought me too Covetour, but it was becauſe 
you knew nor where the Sboo pinch d ne; and had I 
not met with theſe Diſappointments in Trade, I inten- 
ded not to have troubled them: And yer why Jbou'd 
this be thought ſuch a Trouble? You know. I was bound 
for a Thouſand Pound for my firſt Wive's Siſters 
Hasband | at my Wife's defire} and forc'd to Pay 3 
great part of it, and yet never loy'd my Wife the 
worle, nor once upbraided her with it, as ſhe de- 
clar'd upon her Deatb - Bed. N 
My Wife, and Mather have now ſuch an Opportuni- 
ty to me as may never fall out again; but I 
defire they d remember that tie 5001. I am askin 
for, is not Money Given, but only Lent Me, an 
that upon my Own Eſtate, in which my Wife, [ 4 
very ſickly Women | has no further Intereſt than her 
bare Life: But tho my Dear has no more than her 
Life in my Eflace, yer her free and generous grant- 
ing my preſent Requeſt, will be ſo gratefully taken 
by me, that I ſball make it the-Buſinsfs of my whole 
Life to ſtudy te Reguite it. — I ſay, Provided it be 
done Freely, and without Reflections. There is in- 
deed à way of doing Kindneſſes that takes away the 
Kindneſs of the thing done; but when I ſee a Kind- 
neſs is done Kindly, there's nothing can oblige me 
more Nor will the Kindneſs be more to me than 
to my DEAR SPOUSE ; for, a Wife ſbines by ber 
Husbands Hour, but muft be darkened if be ſuffer an 
Ecclipſe, ——Tf ſhe believed this, ſhe'd be forward to 
grant wy Requeſt 5 but whether ſhe does or no I 
look upon ic an indiſpenſible Duty to pay my Juſt 
Debts, and cann t die with a good ence till ir 
- be done; and wou d no more have put my ſelf out 


— 
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of a > gps of doing it, than I wou'd have Eaten 
Fire, had I not thought | ſlbu'd have had that 


Money from my Mother which would have inabled 
me to doit. And do vou Judge wherher | had not 
Reaſon ro think ſo, for when her Attorney, whom 


28 1 do, to be an Indiſpenſible Duty, if both my ie 


I mentioned before, ask d her before our Marriage 


to Jul meneot, ſhe dill net [oy 
made him tell me, be did not dou 
uu. l ſay, looking upon the Payment 


fle ward . which. © 
but ſhe wou'd lend 
of my juſt Debts, 


and Mother refuſe to aſſiſt me in it, I muſt Endea- 
vour to raiſe it from my Eſtate by Curting down the 
Timber, the-e being ſeveral Acres of Wood upon it, 
which being ſold, I doubt not will raiſe me à con- 
ſiderable Sum. *Tis true, I am very loth co do 
this, becauſe it will diſgrace the Eſtate; but ſeeing 
they firſt expoſe my Reputation, why ſhould I be 
ſolicirous about it? And I have no ways left to help 
my ſelf, but either this, or elſe the Selling the Re ver- 
fion of it after my Wives Life : And for my ſelf, I 
am no ways ſolicitous 3 for, I rather Beg, than not 
pay my Debts, 

This, and our Living from each other, will be the 
unhappy Conſequences of their Refuſing to affiſt 
me: Whenon the _— ſhou'd they comply 
with my Deſires, we might live happily 5 
and the Eſtate kept Free and Lndisfigured. Beſides, 
if Providence ſhou'd take me hence before her, 1 
ond think I con not do better than to leave all to ber, 
whowas willing to part with all to ſerve me, and make 
me Eaſie. 

Bur if they do not agree to theſe Terms, inſtead 
of Marrying a Wife of. 4 Fertane, | as many a man 
has done, whoſe Eſtate is not worth ſo many Pence 

as mine is worth Hundreds ] I have fairly married 
my own Ruine, and muſt have the Scandal of Owing 
(TT won't ſay Breaking for) 300 I. tho my ewn Eſtate 
with the Reverſions, is worth ten times more, be- 
fides her MOTHERS PROMISE of giving me Sampſil, 

which is a Noble Eſtate it (elf ) and the ſeveral 

undreds ſhe Dyed Poſſeſs d of, which I am ſo far 
from defiring, that wou'd ſhe but make me eaſie, 
there's not a Perſon in the World wou'd more hear- 
tily defire her Life than my ſelf, But the Whole Duty 
of Man tells us, that A Promiſe is a Debt, and I thought 
I might depend upon it, (and therefore refus'd 2 
Note ſhe offer'd ro ſecure Sampſil to me aud my 
Wife, in Caſe ſhe Marry*d her ſelf) when made to 
influcence ſuch a Soltmn thing, as a Marriage. Nei- 
ther do I doubt, at her Death, the Performance of 
the Marriage Promiſe, tho ſhe ſhou'd think good, 
to make me a Vagabond in the mean time. 


0 t chough at preſent I labour under the Mifſ - 


rune of being fore: d to ask a Favour at their 
[I wordir ſo, for were it in my Power, and 


them ſo pinch*d as I am, I ſhou*d voluntarily pro of is” 
poſe doing that vhichl am forc*d to intreat for d 1 1 
perhaps in vain.] Yet my Comfort is, the Pf 
of rhis Letter will ſet the World (and my Few-Gres/ ß 
atters) ſee that I wou'd be Honeſt, if my Mol % Pp 
or Wife either, had ſo much Love for me as to RR 
me ; and therefore all the Injuries others ſuſſe if We | 


* ** 96 — eto - 


me, will lie we their Doors; which will be 
2 greater Clog upon their Conſcience? than they'll be able 


= 


Coverouſneſs | eſpecially in a, Hurband or Wife) js a 
more provoking Sin than is generally thought; for 
how often have SMITHFIELD-BARGAINS been 
made, to add Land to Land, not Love to Love; 
* and to unite Houſes to Houſes, not Hearts to Hearts ; 


flers, and Women Devils. 

Thus have fairly repreſented my Whole Caſe, with 
reſpect to my Honoured Mother and my Dear Wife. I 
ſhall not need to deſire you to keep ir private, having 
told it as a Secret | unleſs you ſhall think it proper to 
ſhew it to my Wife and Mother] for I would not it 
ſhould be made Publick whilſt there remains any 
hopes of an Accommodation; and therefore to que- 
ſtion your Faithfulneſs herein, wou'd look like a Re- 
fle&ion upon you; or rathet upon my ſelf, in cam- 
municating 4 Ns, of this Importance to one that I 
thought coudn't keep ir. But Thave no ſuch thoughts, 
only having been thus free with you, ler me beg 
your Ad vice herein. I cannot think but with 
Extream Trouble, of doing any thing «that may Ex- 
poſe my Bear Wife and Mother, whom [upon their 
Compliance with my Juſt Deſires] I cd, Embrace in 
the Arms of a Sincere and Unfeigned Affection, and bu- 
ry all that bas hitherto look*d like Unkindnefs, in the 
Grave of Eternal Oblivion. But ſince Self-Preſervation 
is the Great Fundamental Principle and Law of Na- 
ture, if they refuſe ro comply with me herein, and 
| go about through their inerdinate Love of Money, to 
Bani(h me from my own Home, and Expoſe my Reputa- 


— 


to bear; and therefore I hope they Ii conſider that 


of” 


which bath been the Occaſion that Men have turn d Mon- * 


tim to the World; I ſhall ihen be under 4 Neeeffity . 
of Expoſing them to the World in their proper Co- 
lours, being farniſh'd Cas I hinted before) with Ma- 


terials for that Purpoſe, but they ſhall never be. 1 


Publiſh'd, if 1 can but meet with tha: Compliance 
from my Wife, which boch the Law of God and 
Man has made her Duty. 


as my D@res, with Reſpect to the 14 

Debrs, may be Anſwer'd, and a good Agrecine! 
with Her and her Mother Effected, whereby we may 
live in that Uni, Love and Concord, which might 
make us happy both here and hereafter, you, will 
Eternally Oblige | 


| Your Truly Loving Friend, 
Decem. 8. 1699 


. John Dunton. 


—_—_ 


* 


Reflections upon the C arriage 


ter he had read it C unknown to me] went 


both retus'd to Goagly with my juſt Defires, either 
of Suffering me to take up 500 l. upon my own 
Eſtate, or to lend me ſuch a Sum out of her own heaps; 
the beſides ſhewing my Letter, he us d ſeveral Pathe- 
"Ss al Arguments to incite them to it, but all in Vain. 
On (1 gth Inſt ant coming to London, I ſent for Mr, 
hg acquainted me, That [ hoping to ſerve 
ereby ] he had ſhew'd my Letter to my Mother 
ie, and that they had heard it throngh, but 

our any ſucceſs 3 


with it to my Wife and Mother 3. who. 


which he admired at, -ſeeing, 


— 


of my Wife aud Mother, after they had ſeen the 1 
| Fore-going. L ETTE R. 


He foregoing Letter I writ to Mr.-Lay- 
lin, in Anſwer to ons of his to me, who af- 


as he expreſs d it, There were Arguments encugh in 
it, if not to melt 4 Stone, yet at leaſt to carry a Cauſe 
where a M iſe, tbat was continually ſaying; She had been 
Miſerable had ſhe Married any Man 

bur Danton, [a] was the. {ale Judge. [a] A ſeve- 
And certainly unleſs they have jeared ral that heard 
Conſciences, which-1 am apt to fear, ber can teſtify, 
by their unnatural Carriage, and ſome- x 
thing I conceal-till I am furcher Provok'd, they'll 
one day think it their Duty to Anſwer. my Reafona- 
ble Requeſt, and ro move fo a Recenciliatian: And 
to encourage em to it, I here declare (tho they 
have had no regard to my Reputation) I am yet rea- 
dy to forgive em, tho I find it the hardeſt Task o 


f. 


5% 


EY | 2 as edt bm y, 
6 be { Ae Then let the World the 
3 he- 

oY reaſon to be D ially' ſmee 


145 e me at parting, Shed” Burn rather than 


Yet | for all this Matchleſs Provocation, when- ever 
cafts a Longing Look towards her Husband , 
Pardon for Loving the World mare than bim, 
N ö Prodigat, and ran to 

ſor s Reconciliation f rom 

of their Cherie Temper, 1 have 


All che Reaſon in the World to expeRt it; for 1 
mall next 


they were fully ſarisfied with my 
Eftare. And this is Evident by the Letter ſent t 

my Metberh-Law, by her own W ene 
this following i; Bee _ 


Receive Tours, * em now to tell Ten, T cou'd not 

have an Anſwer from Cheſham, till laſt Monday; 

but u I have an Account of My. Dunton's Eſtate, ac- 

.cording to bis own Particulars. Which it all at preſem 
from | 

8 Tour Servant, 

| „ 


Wo 


* Z cn Lak Eaton St 
8 8 2 255 nh 
done 

her 


i fork my 
e whey | ) was f. aynture for ber 
Tbouſanſ Pound, © However, as 1 bad farisfy'd her a. 
bout my Land, ſo 1 was willing to give her the beſt 
Account I cou d of my Stock; and accordingly I to — 
der my Copies and Books I had Printed; had 
me 2000% and if I added Three, twas no more 
1 my True, (I having Printed many Hundred 
88807 t tho my Stock was thus Bulky, as is ſuf- 
ici feet: by A Biſt· Venture, and the remainin 
Stock Which 1 left behind, yet wichal 1 told her 
cou'd not ſay, it my Stock was fort d to be Sold, 
that it wou yield me 4004, for in ſuch Cafes ("as 
was ſeen in the Fate in) Remaining Stock )Books ſell 
itt e more thay thay for waſte Paper. However, That 
of my Stock 1 ſent. ro Bubi, yielded 400 |. 
ids grear deal more, a5 Mt. Lark knows, that 
was preſent at che Sale: So tber my Land was 40 
much, and my Stock better, than I repreſented is. 
But I cant't help Loſſes and Diſappointments in 
Trede, and wou be eafie-under them; For not be- 
ing able to Govery Events, I Endeavour to Govern 7 
2 [Neither dare I rail ac F rovidence, as 2 
who abuſe rheir Friends for not being' Succeſsful. 


N 


8 A ah 


= 4 — 


A Word to fo tp 'G Gentlemen to hon, * EE d. 


Shall next in a aw mauner addreſle my 
ſelf to thoſe Gentlemen to whom Im Oblig d, and 
upon whole Patience (by reaſon. of a Coveteus S frher 


” and Unkind Wife) 1 am forc't ta Treſpals à little, 


which, Next to the Unkindneſs of my Wife, is the 


4 — j in the World that Troubles me. I have 


"come upon me; 


Averſion ty be in Debt, in ſmall as 
Anger mater 3 and for that reaſon bare 
Debt twice over, for fear I had not paid 
it once; but that which Iſo much dreaded, es 
W my W; 
Mother as much, or, were it poſſi 
fove-rb&World, yer you ſee, Gentlemen, by my Der» 


- ger to Mr. Larkin, that their Careſſes before März. 


are all forgot, and that the Tears of a Husband 
See in em, where Money is the thing 


20 tue, they have a FAIR ESTATE, but ha'nt 


1 the _ do good with it either to chemſelves cr 


But tis no more than Mut Saler tells 


ble, more ! * 


us, aan 13,14. There is (ſays he) 4 55 Euit 
which I have ſeen under the Sun, namely, Riches kept 
for the Owners: id to their burt. Bu thoſe Riches 
feriſo'by Evil Traut 

For my own part, I can truly ſay, I have found 
more Pleaſure in dividing a ſmall Fortune with m 


Friends; than in fRoarding up, or t 
gretteſt Treaſures withour them. The Be- 
nefir that we can receive from Riches, E. tber in- 


abling us in our LIFE TIME to do more good than 


thoſe that have leſs; and therefore as T never wait» , 


ed for  DEAD-MENTS. 


SHOES, Tf) fo T hope mine C) Aj 17 kink = 558 
are as little deſir d 3 Which did provd i An Kl. 


the Mifer conſider, he d grow 
more Generous than he is now 
Sheakingz or at leaſt ſo kind as ven, for 
hor to ſtarve himſelf,” I caan't Pref, 

Jay my Wiſe ot Mather have ſtarv d 


themſelves, { for 1 fed em alive whin 1 came ham ) . 


6 — 4 nw | 


Ihe 


oY 7 


Wy 


— — — 


Oy 55 em Juſtice, ao Faw Fight. but tis 
evident by my NMochers denying my. ſmall Requeſt, 
"Chat ſhe toves nothing bur ber Maney : Her FIRST 
'SON-IN-L AW ( Perſon of Great Worch) found her 
'of -chis Temper (10 his Greet Difapprintmert ) aud. 
cou'd ſay ſomething of HER CARRIAGE TO HER 
HUSBAND, &c. But here's enough to convince the 
World (more eſpecially my Neighbours in Fewen- 
ſtreet) how falfly ſhe repreſented my Loft Farewel ; 
and. her Barbarous Treatment appears in nothing ſo 
much, as in her aggr veting thoſe-Heats 4 parting, 
of which (as I can prove by feveral-Witneſles ) 
She and her Daughter were the Sole Occaſion. It cou'd 
not ſatis fie e m ro be the Cauſe of my Ruine, ( for 
nt it plain, when they con d ſo eaſily. P revent it, and 
wad net? N. but they maſt. afterwards myrther y 
"Reputation,” 'This is ſuch 4 Barbarous thing ſet a 
\Wife'to be guilty of, that Fnever heard apy. ching 
ke it Aud ir appears yet the more unkind, 28 Im 
told yeſterday. bf à young Lady that (of her own 
- wecord_) fold her Feweli, Watch, Rings, C inſſead of 
'R chat her Husband had got em) to 
his Juſt Pebts. But tho f have nothing to 
of this kind, yet my comfort is, ALL I owe in the 
World, is now broughii into the Narrow Compaſs 
of 2501. For being ohliged in Conſcience to · ſe- 
eure row'nexr Relation 150 J, Cas twas the greateſt 
part of her Maintenance) I have by the ſaid Secu- 
"rity" paid all l owe, to the Sum of 2501, and that's 
ny to perſons that are ſo far from blaming what 
Tye done, that they are ama d ( as every body was 
"that knew rm how I cou d live with em fo long. 


Three of theſe Perfors.have' ſent me word that they 


are fo welt ſarisfyed of my Honeſt Intentions, that 
they never Touch a Hair of my Head; and I don't 
* doubt but I ſhall meet with the like Compaſſion from all 
"the reſt. Tis not long ſince I told a Perſon, that 
- ſued to me for Piry, that I'd Sign his Liberry 
wich as many Hands (if I bad em) as I bave Hairs on 
m Head. Gent. I don't doubt but my Readineſs to 
Serve others in their Diſtreſs, has been the occaſion 


ol chat Generous Treatment I receive from you. 


However Ido aſſure you, that the good Opinion 
+ you have of me, ſhall not be loſt; for that I may 
do you Juſtice, I am willing to ſell even my{Self (i 
$I be very Shin) to Pay you: Tis true, the Sum is fo 

very Little, I owe now, that I'm aſham d to think 
that my Wife and Mother ſhou'd have ſuch a Mean 

Pplrit as to ſuſſer me to be Ex pos d for it : Bur Gen- 

emen, I ever thought there was as much ua 
a Penny as. 4 Pound; and ſhall be ſo ſcrupulous to 
ay every one to a half Farthing, with che Intereſt 
loney, and Intereſt upon Intereſt, if deinanded_). Bur 
m under a neceſſity to entreat your Patience till next 
brifiemts, having two Berus to build, and ſuch un- 
veidable Repairs, as will devour all my Rent, but 


. bd u 


el 
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what is neseſlaty for my own Support; but at chi 
mas (in the year 1700, 11 clear all the Intereſt 
that ſhall then be due; and if Gods Providence docs 
not work. my Deliverance. before that, (for, if I Dye 
before. chat time, I've Mild that the Reverhiogs 
'ſhall be Sold as ſoon as ever I am Buried, to pays 
my Debts; or if my Wiſe ſhou d Dye, I can take up 
1000l. in a Weeks Time) Fl! chen ſet upon Fe ling 
my Mood to a ſingle Twigg, and I dot t doubt bũt 
they'll pay the 250 J. or if they don't, by the Lad - 


-Day after, III. Sci the Reverficns of my whole Eſtate, 


or elſe Beg from Door to door, till ſuch time that 
the Income of my Eſtate, by Equal Diviſions, bas 
paid my Debts ; but, Gentlemen, I do believe I'm 
che only Inſtance in this Age, that bas ſtarv d in the 
midſt of Plenty, Sure no Man will be ſo unkind as to 
queſtion the Sinterity of cheſe Promiſes; for tho I 
can t do more than Ihere promiſe, yet what I pro- 
miſe, you may de upon. Neither can any think 
I had any Diſhoncurable in making a. Fom- 
ture bf my Eſtate 5 for 1 ſhou'd have been more 
Fool than Knave, had I Marty d with a defign to be 
tuin d for. 300 l. when my bare word ¶ Before I fell 
into Miſers Hand . wou'd have. paſs'd for 1000 1, 
Thus, Gentlemen,. have I laid before you my 


hole Caſe. And ſeeing my Ruine is, of the two, a 


more Melancholy thing, chan che Delay-of your Mo- 
neys for a' few Months,” I he 

you'll ſcnd me word (g) (for, (g. In 4 Letter 
tris all thai*s left to comfort me) directed for me, to 
That you are fully ſatisfy*d with . Kenſwel's Zouſe 
What I've promis'd. m Little - Eaſt- 

And as. to my. Wife, tho ſhe. cheap. 

has turn*d me over to the mer 
cy of Strangers (which, without Repenrarce, will 
bring a Curſe upon her whole Eſtate) yet I ſtill 
have a Tendernefs for her, and think it my Duty, 
tho her Mother be worth Thouſands, to take a moſt 
particular Care that ſhe want for nothing 3 ard in or- 
der to it, I told her Mother, before Mr. La; lin and 
ſeveral Others, That Fd pay her for her Board in the 
Country, as ſhe had paid me in the City, which was 
Feur Shillings a Week for Meat, Drink, Waſhing, and 
Lodging; and I further told her, Muhen Iwas lcttled, 
which I hope will be by next Midſummer, that Id 
ſcnd fer her. And tho ſhe has (aid before Mr. Larkin 


and others, She' not come; yet IU — again, and 
k 


I give this Pubck Notice of it. that Mme may have 
no Pretence to be out of the way, but may leave 
word with Mr. Black ſtane in Bult- Head Court in eren 
ſtreet, where I may ſend to her; for ſeeing ſhe 
might have liv'd with me in Splendor and Reputa- 
tion, and wou d nor, I ſhall prove it her Duty to live 


wick me in Adverſity : Or if ſhe refuſes to come to. 


me, I ſhall Print ſuch an Advertiſement as Mr God- 


frey Lee did in the Fhing Poſt, about his Wive's 
_ Elopement, — v * 


Cende- 
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cou'd to ptevent things 
ity: And therefore,” tho 


4 Ws _ : * = a | | "by 6 | 
= © Gentlemen, I did all 7 2 was only (as yet) scqusinted with our 
coming do chis 5 A 723 my Wife Letter I ſent te 
WW - him, I deſir d him to giye himſelf the trouble of 

5 | ie the Bearer of this alſo; To which he readily 


further, 
and becauſe 


my WIFE 


My Letter to 


MY DEAR! F 
Came to Town laft Night, and ſent for my Friend 
Mr. Larkin about Ten at Night 3 who told me be 
had been wgith you and my ther, and had ſhew'd 
xe 4 


rene d, 10 oblige her 
Spouſe indeed the Deſign of Jyntares is to de- 
end aginft bad Husbands, and not to Rain thoſe that 
are bind, and we d be honeſt, if their Wives won d let 
em. I hnew a Wife that wou'd often jay, What does 
Joc tht ard dry vg 

? When Man and Wife leve ſo little, that the one 
is wiconcerned'in the others Affliftions 


+ 
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there generally 
Values me, and you ſo little, that rather 


take up 500. upon my Own Eſt ate, er lens 

me of bers, (he will ſuffer my Reputation, and 
yours 10 (for to on Words, You and 1 
are One) to be 4 to the World ; which when once 
"done, is 4 e ſbe'll ſcarce be able to repair: 
However I can Fufhifie my ſelf in all that I have done; 
and refolve to be as honeſt as I can, till I can be ſo 
honeſt as Iwou'd: In order towhbich I will Print my 
CASE with alt convenient ſpeed, and bet the World ſee 
that all thoſe Allegations under which ſhe won d cover 
ber ſelf are but like ſo many Cobwebs, which rhe Beeſom 
of Truch will quickly ſweep away: And I am ſorry what 
in this Unkindneſs of my Mother, you ſbau d take part 
with ber againſt me, that is, againſt your (elf ; For 4 
Huthand ought to be nearer and dearer than a Mother ; 


. and had you eſteem d me ſo, and dealt as ſuch by me, 


T had had no need to trouble my Mother: As to what 
you mabe your Excuſe, That then your Mother would 
bave given you nothing, if you can believe be won 
have been ſo UNNATURAL, yet it can be no Excuſe, 
except ſuch a one as the Apoftle Condemns, which is a 
doing Evil thar Good may come of ir. 

Then, Prethee, my Dear, Eet my Mather At as fhe 
pleaſes, let not thee and 1 ( who are both extraordinary 
Crazy, and can lite but a few Tears } make ſuch a 
poor uſe of the World as to Hugg and. Embrace it. 
Befides, if you don't Conſent to the mabing me eaſie, 
bow can I think your Love is what you pretend Tour 


 Gewing fo much Love to the World ts neither pleaſing to 


God nor Man; and cunſider (for you pretend to Reli- 
gion) how twill rejoyce our Enemiet, to ſer us Quarrel 
with our very Bleſſings, and to mabe even Happineſs it 


"ſelf 19 Diſan unt us, — Ten know, my Dear, Ma- 


be mine, and 2 have large · 
mine ſbou i be yours : Mr. Roch- Iy proved in my 
ford arm d | us for better for Eſſay en knowing our 
worſe, for Richer for Poorer; Friends in Heaven. 


4 well we 
any af 28 


z and therefore (hou*d be no more offew- 
3 each 


ed with the Words, of Failings 
other, than we word be bad they been our own. For my 
own ſhare, I ſolemnly declare, Were you ſeic d. with a 
Fit of Sickneſs that requir*d the Advice of the w 
Colledge of Phyſicians, and all the Phyſick in 
Apothecaries Shops, I'd ſell my Efe to procure 
And why ſhout you doubt it ? For did I not 

100 l. [tho I had but a thouſand with you ] in wit” 


related to my Courtſhip, and your coming home ? So that” 7 


Preſents ſhe talks 
ever gave u 
mounted ts Ten Pounds: For as to the 40 l. ſbe paid 


3 For I dt zbink all that (be 


4 


vice to me, 4s I then told ber, but Money purely 
the dirt; ſer I was Admitted before I S, 
that I had but a Thouſand Pound, the ſhe boaſts "if 


more; and that Thouſan is « dear Purchaſe, if my Au- 


ine muſt for t. 5 
p — that I ball 7 is, That you muff 27 — me 
or what Methods I ſhall take: For 'twill look very ts 
diculous for you Cor your * either ] to blame e 
for that which you can pre vent, but won't. And whit 
ever you may think of the matter, I cann't ſee that 


whom I am Indebied. 


4 


knew her, Sas 


105 
' Love to you will acquit me from being Juſt to thoſe" F 


* 


4 


des the Thouſand Pound] ever .. 5 


U. 


for your Admittance to my Copybold- Land, was no Sehe 15 5 


4 


#4, % Z 
EN 
* P C 


I cannt imagine what your Mother means by the mgτ ! 


vs > "Ay w? Fo _— 


SHS; (9) 

I have — 2 fit to ſenil theſe Lines by My. Larkin, 
«1 well to perſwade youto what if bith your Duty and In- 
tereſt, as to acquaint you T will be with you my ſelf 
by and by, to make the Laſt Offers; that ſo, if poſſible, 
Things may be Accomimodated before it be the late: For 
if my Repatation be once Publickly Exper'd, it wil be 
to no e to talk of Terms. Which is all, till I ſee 
you, bim who reſolves ¶ in ſpite of all your Un- 
ki fs } to continue 


Your moſt Aſſectionate Husband till Death, 


Dec. 10. 
1699. FOHN DUNTON. 
- 


My Wife upon reading of this Letter, ſhew'd her 
ſelf as inexorable as her Mother, telling Mr. Larkiv 
— ſhe did me aſterwards] That ber Mather maar 

ſweur, before ſhe was Married, that ſhe werd ne- 
ver ſuffer her Husband to take uþ a Penny upon her 
Foynture in coſe the greateſt Neceſſity; and threatning 
ther of flo ab wor'd never leave ber a Fathing of 


The CONC Lg@YSION. 


Iife will prevent, I have only to add, I pray God bleſt 
You Bath; and ſo (with thanking yu for my Ruine.) 


Men meeting with no Succeſs, either from 
bid you Farwel ;_not doubting but the GOD of my Life, 


Mather or Daughter, I was then reſolved to 
go my ſelf, which accordingly I did : For tho my 


— 


— 


* - 


Letters were ſent in vain, yet I did not know but 
by going in PERSON I might move Compaſſion, if 
not in my Mother, yet at leaſt in my Wife, who in ſe- 


211 ſo paſſionately deſir d to ſee me; 
yer | 


my Fears were more than my Hopes ;, for I 
knew how their Hearts were GLU'D to the World, 
and therefore cou d not expect to ſee much Aﬀe- 
Rion, or that Tenderneſs which ought to be be- 
tween a Man and his Wife: So that methoughts I 
went to my own Houſe (whither, ſome years age, I 
went with ſuch Pleaſure and Delight, as bring ſure 10 be 
rectiu d with a thouſand Welcomes juſt like a man go- 


when I came to my Houſe, whither I was ac- 


deal with me. 


who knows the Sincerity of my Heart, and Deſigns, to pay, 
my Debts, and in all things to keep a Conſcience void af 


offence toward GOD and Man, will netwithſtinding * 


all yuur Unkindnef, inable me 10 accompliſh what I ſo 
earneſtly deſire, * 

After uttering theſe Words, to ſhew I was in 
Charity with them, I Saluted em boch, and gave 
em a Second Farm etzand ar part ing I told my Mother 
the Story of Midas,who Cas the Poets ſeign ) flar vd 
in the midſt of Plenty: And ſo Metber ¶ ſaid I |) d you 
And with thoſe words, I took leave 
of both Wife and Mother; and then bid Farwcl to 
the Black Raven, the moſt Pleaſant Houſe that I 
ever dwelt in. 
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co his Execatipn ; and ſo it accordingly happen d, 
Eee by ſeveral Friends, which render d my 


N. know ſome that can creep for Intereſt, will 
* blame me for Publiſhing This CASE 3 Say they, 
Who wou'd loſe ſuch a Fair Eſtate as the Mannor of 
Sampfil, for want of à little Submiſſion ? 

To this I anſwer, 4 Man may bear till bis heart 
break tzand having us d all the gentle Methods I cou d 
think of, to no purpoſe, the Publiſhing of This Caſe 
is the only way I have left to Reform em. Befides, 
I chink it my Duty to prefer a Quiet Life, and the 
doing of Juſtice, to the Fine Mannor of Sampfil ; for 
I can be hap y without Sampſil, but I ſhou'd never 
be ſo, ſhou 7 [ prove diſhoneſt. Bur ſay | hada 

Mind to Sampſif, I'm ſure to Publiſh this Caſe, is the 
only way to inſure it; for when my Mother reads it, 
wherein I have conceal'd abundance of things rela- 
ting co her) ſhe'll find that Sampſi}, and her Uſele/$ 
Heaps, won't be able to repair that Damage I now 
ſuffer by her Matchlefs Cruelty, —Befides, F've prov'd 
already, that 4 PAOMISE IS A DEBT, and ſhe 


having 


4 . Farwel the more diſmal) I found both Mother and 
14 fo - Daughter in the ſame Mind Mr. Larkin had done 
S | deore a Mother declaring to thoſe Perſons then 
n » That fbe won d be pull d Limb frem Limb, be- 
pee fhe won 4 lend 4 Farthing, or ſuffer me 10 tabe up a 
„„den upon my Eſtate; my Wife at the fame time de- 
We”. 'claring, SHE OUD BE BURN'D BEFORE 
hy 5 SHED LET ME ; which I confeſs put me into a 
1 Paſſion, for I am but Fleſh and Blood, and tho 
; s bear long, cann't bear always: So that now, 
I! bout Five Hours (which I cou'd ncer ſay be- 
$ +: Tore, ſince my Second Marriage) I was Sole Mafter 
| en Houſe. | 
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Having ſtaid with em about five Hours, and hear 
eat deal of Raving, I was ſo ſick on't, that I 
wa ſtay no longer : 30 I took iny leave (for that 

in the following words : 
Nie now but. a few hours before my Reputa- 

Shor'd ; which ſeeing neicher you nor my 
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